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FOREWORD
Be established in the present truth—a peter 112

DAYS OF OMINOQUS, rhcreasrng forces are upon us.
They portend bothawarnrn an a lesson. Thewarn
ing.” let us not ecareessY taken up with visible
thrngs at the expense or ne ect ofte nvrsrbe The
lesson: these evil forces, stbtle and workrn% In the
human soul (psyche),..cannot be_resisted for sub-
ue excet |Xasug rior power This force, eternal,
enevo ent_and unconquerable, is spirit. .
God 15 Spirit. He works in man b Hrs rrrt
leading hrm to accept His Son, Heir of all t
and i Whom all things consist (cf. Colossians 1:
Jesus Christ the Lord s the only salvation that exrst
hough the Truth is one and etemal, the Apostle
exhorts ‘that we must be established In the present
trutt‘h without which we cannot understand the

It of\en hap ens that great machine operates
squrs y.or s s atoge er, even thou?h all it
parts are intact, he trouble many times, fies in the



neglect of somethmg which seemed secondar}/_ or in-
sighificant; a loose Screw, insufficient Jubrication, an
accumulation of dust all tend to impair the efficiency
of o[(t)era.twn._ _

Attention, is due to small things %:f. Luke 16:10
and Zechariah 4:10?\. Alas, tragedies have_happened
and haBpen due to the ne%lect 0f things which seemed
small, but were discovered to be important after the

event. L .

Much of the turmoil in Christendom s the result
of neglecting the present truth. Learned theologians
have Uealt with vast themes, yet ponderous volymes
lie unread, covered by aust. People, today, are eitner
%oo pt)rgoccumed o riot concerned; very few are In-
erested. .

_ChrlsnanltP/ needs a reyival. To awaken _this
spiritually, sfumbering age, she needs prophets—God’s
prophets—who will, dynamically and" incisively, pro-
claim the present truth, arousing the torpor “of the
Spirits In ,P(eople. But prophets have never been, are
not well-liked;. yet, hatred"is better than indifference.

This, then. 1S the present truth: A RETURN TO
GOD. Not, however, through the mind, but by the
H_oIR/ Spirit, for He ‘alone ¢an create and inspire us
with the vision of the Christ, whereby we, too, may
S we have not been disobedient to the heavenly
vision.



CHAPTER |
THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT

THE FUNDAMENTAL BASIS of one’s relationship

with the Lord is that he, the Christian, is under a

law superior to that of Moses. “For,” ‘we read in

Hebrews 7:12, “the priesthood bemg changd there

|s made of necessity a change also of the [aw.” Note
the WOI'dS of necessity,

The Law of the S irit begins by speaking to the

spirit of man man con3|st| of spirit, soul and body
cf I T essal omans 5:23) —the spirit rendermg him

It to ear from above. Such a Law 15 more ex ctmg
an more delicate than the old, for, as the writer t
the Hebrews continues (I7 16), Jesus “is made, not
after the law of a cana) col imandment, but after
the_power of an endless life.”

The words “a carmal commandment” refer to
means which are visible and tangible, good in them-
selves but limited In time and “effects’ whereas the
Law of the Spiit is based on & power which can
never grow old or be annulled, since it is eternal,
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There is, for a time, in every Christian, even in the
most sincere, a conflict between the two laws, be-
tween the two covenants: a conflict known and toler-
ated by the Lord, for, notwithstanding that in Him
all has’heen accomplished, the fqu|I|ment In US does
not come in_a moment. Oney as the old in us dis-
Inteqrates will the new be stabllshed In fact, for
the hnstlan to remam v0|d would be disastrous, as
|s ceary evident V\)/ w at IS wntten In_Matthew

5 to wit. “When the unc ean spirit 1S gone
out ofaman he walketh throu dr% places, see mg
rest, and fmdeth none. Then he saith, | will retur
mto my ouse from whence | came out and when
e]ls come] findeth it emRty, %w%pt and garnis ed
Then goeth he, and taketn Wit |mse|fs en other
spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter n

and dwell there: and the last sfate of that man IS
Worse than the f|rst Even 5o shall 1t be also unto this
wicked g1eneraﬂon

It Is clear, then, that to be liberated from what is
not good without d esmng and rece|vmg what is %ood
15 to leave the door ogen for the E nem to mvaeus
with evils more subtle and more harmful. The nega-
tive not replaced by the positive leads to disaster.

If we éaroclalmers of the Gospel, would realize this,
we wou1 imitate Him—hat unique Teacher of teach-
ers=Who never ran. but knew ‘and knows how to
wait patiently, insisting always that we must be occu-
P|ed W|(5h the reglities of heiaven If we expect to be

berated from what Is earthly

The neganve the void in s must be immediatel Oy
occupied Dy receiving Jesus and turning the reins of
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our lives over to Him, for He, along, Who came from
heaven, knows how and can exe everg sinister
power that has influenced or may stll mmatmg
Us. The adversaries of Jesus were full of embellishe
negatives, but the void not occupied b}/ heaven had
made them vulnerahle to the snares of elegant and
subtle demons of religious pride, as well as the other
Sins In- Spirit.

But only they? then?

Lord, invade, possess us!



CHAPTER I
THE LIMITS OF THE SUBJECT

OUR SCOPE IN THESE PAGES, ever trusting in
the Lord’s quidance andbenediction,.is to encoura%
those who, emg’1 both 5|mple and sincere, aspire 10

the sovere Ign ]yv
the Spmt IS absolute and relative at
the same tlme ahsolute in what concerns everyone;
relative in that which involves one’s personal refation
In particular circumstances, A Christian, for instance,
knows_that he must not do evil to anyone, for the
law of universal love is ahsolute. Yet, & we grow in
the knowedge of the Lord the absolute lines become
ever Iummoas
As In the laws of man no crime, is committed with-
out there being a_criminal disposition, so there Is no
sin W|thout laW, The, clearey he law, the %raver the
sm Conseq uentlg bemg undert e Law of the Spirit,
temore We Xl[ he work of Grace, the more
enlightened and_ sensitive to sin we become. This is
the reason why the saints of every age have been, are



great penitents. This is also clearly seen by the words
f Jests to the Pharisee, who 1) Secret was censuring
the weegrng penitent at. His feet: to_wit, “Where-
fore | say Unto theg (Simon), Her sins, which are
many, ar¢ forgiven: for She loved much: but to whom
littlé is forgrvn the same loveth little” (Luke 7:47).

The “much forgiven” refers to a light which kept
?rowrng in the pPenjtent’s soul, hence the former
rangre3sions assumed a greater we rﬁ nt. A word,
act, which in the past may have seemed insig nrfrcant
assumes, in the Irght of héaven, vast proportrons that
we, at times, alt ough berng justified, wonder how
we have o erred. Tiue, beifig already pardoned we
have peace hut now—blessed” are those who have
reached such a state—we see the mercy of God, |
the light of our behavior, immense; and mvaded wrth
gratrtud? we love Him' more and more, ever con-
clous of the great price of pardon.

It is not necessarY to srn—woe to him who does
caress srn—rn order 1o realize that We are sinners, A
tou ht, an act ot egorsm the east idolatr dy Wweigh
ea\éy on our soul, an as the publicans an srnners

od, we long to draw ever closer to the Great

Physician 10 hear a word from that mouth, for His
words, when pronounced by those blessed Irﬂs are,
aside from comfort, [ife- en% ndering. Woe, to him, to
those who no longer possess the serse of sin, who are
no Ionger r%enrtent and who approach Jesus only
out of Selfish motives.

But |t Ii time to consider the Law of the Spirit
more closely.



CHAPTER Il
PROPHETICALLY

WHEN. SPEAKING OF THE Old Testament we
must distinguish between the hooks, teachings, ex-
hortations, and especially the proBheues contained
therein: for much in those ancient books are not art
of the old covenant but are prophetic of the ne
The Law of the Spirit preceded the laws of carnal
commandments; and, whereas the atter was onl
for a time, the former is eternal. Mans gm ance, an
from which_ every command resu lts, Tiés in" obeying
the v0|ce of God, This Is_perfection.
Man begins with the simple; but, then, along the
%of dtsobedtence and wakness 'he comes 0 the
ex reach |n in the, end, the simple again.
rom the 3|mpe |n creation, 5passm throu?h the
complex of texts and command ust refurn to
the simple by redemption. Redemption offers more
than creation: Jesus in His messages |n5|sted that man
must be taken back to where he first was; to wit, to
a personal relation with God: a relation which grows

8.



in intimacy, invigorated by Grace and imbibed with
personal gratitud® for having been much forgiven.

The prophets, in a sgemal manner, were, more than
others, under the Law of the Spirit, otherwise it would
have been jmpossible for them to obgy commands,
which, to the human mind, seemed, If not entirely
foolish, unreasonable or extreme.

Opening to Psalm 73 we have a graphic portrait of
a man of"God who is perplexed in eemg the pros-
perity of the wicked, whereas he, the psalmist, wes
covered with sackcloth: to wit, he lived in fear and
trembling, often in sorrow and tears. Neither the
visible nor the numerous carnal commands succeeded
to liberate him, until, thrust by his spirit, he entered—
transported of course by the Lord Himself—nto the
Sanctuary of God and ‘saw what he had not before
realized:"the end of the wicked, whose path is smooth
and easI¥ .Whereas the just passes th_rough_ man}g tests
and conflicts, which, however, terminate in [ignt, By
wicked IS Mmeant, in the Iangéjage_ of the Santure,
tSQ)Oi% wlh6 take the Name of God in vain (cf. Psalm

iluminated by this light, which in the beginnin
he did not possgss but for which ne had askg_d wﬂﬂ
Insistent love, remammP silent conceming his, own
conflicts, not to scandalize others, he, thé psalmist
finally comes to_a decision. We read: “Whom have |
In Neaven buA Th%e? There s none upon earth that
| desire besige Thee” (v, 25), _

The psalmist was not ignoring the various com-
mands and ordinances aIreadI)( grescrlbed' In fact, for
a time, he may have even feft Secure in them, until—

9
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and such Was accordin to the design of Provrdence—
he ongfe to see more, that h emrg t remain firm and
faithfu esaw hence the ecision to abandon him-
self comp ete to the Lord, for what he needed was
not artra cmmands but God Hrmself Who alone
can ur e and %rve the strengt necessary to per-
severe throu hou the earth )( ﬁ grrma%;

“Since 1 cannot he m sef elg ¥any
creature, help comin from the h
Creator, |.” thys reasons e salmrst | will con-
srdermsefasbern area%/ ea and Rlacemself
completeé n everyhrng and for everyt Ing, In" the
hand . of God

This is much more than being enlrghtened and
led: it is being taken, carried entirgly. The Christian
prlgnmage compnses three stages: revelation, guid-
ance, dN( translation

The finality, then of the Law of the Spirit, is to
bnrg man t0 the nothing 0f himself and to the al

0d.



CHAPTER IV

REJOICING IN THE GOOD
OF OTHERS

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, as, all the
commands of God, even if clear to the mind, can-
not be obeyed if Grace, the life of Him Who has
commanded. does not enter in s, Recelvm% Jesus—
and recetvmg Him is a personal decision—and trust-
gn Him; moment Dy moment, we will obtain
t and grace 10 obey. Obe ing every step as, In-
dtcated an unfolded t0 us, wé will recgive the Itght
fo %o on. Grace, fgtth which | |s the hand that ta es

race and obed |ence ea us th roug

ourne¥ unt| in order to know God and the $
more ully, we are translated into the realm of fuII

I

qrhe walk the Lord has set before us is difficult,
hence we cannot proceed In the strice of fatalistic de-
terminism or indifference, but must collect angd con-
strain_ all our energies (f we hope to reach what to
man is impossidle. avm? tried our hest, we realjze
that we must be transported. Weak though we be,

-11.



we must place ourselves in the Lord’s hand, as the
lad who gave Jesus the few loaves and fishes and the
widow who used up, the last drops of orI and the
remarnrng handful fflour We may not ave neg-

%:te any but we will not s%cceed érn ess we

andon ours Ives completely to the Lord: this is
translation. But fo our subject. .

The psalmist Is temﬁte seeing the defects and
shortcomrn%s rather than _the qood qualities, in
others, even in_the Elect. It is not difficult to see evil,
or {0 suspect it from appearances; and even if one
does see good, he may not he happy ovfer it, because,
without a special qrace, the ?od of others” may
seem 10 belitfle us. And even if we are hagpg It rs
difficult to re(r)orce and glory with the peoplé of Go
many of whom have Iittle or no socral rm ortance
and ‘who attract, af trmes If not scorn rrdrcule Algs,
we are surrounde eg[orsm and vanrt}/I

y

osa Imist saw all this; consequently, he longs
for wha he still does not rﬁ%ssess Enterrnd the S%nctu-
ary he implores: “Remember me, O

favour th ThoF bearest unto T hy §p P vrsrt
me with Thy salvation; thaf | ge the good 0
Thy chosen,’ that | may reIJorce rn the ga ness of
Thy natron that | may“glory with Thy ifiheritance”

T?te psa mrst calls, on the Lord that he might be
remembered acknowed%rng in_numilit tath does
not deserve anythin ar%peasto ‘the favor Thou
earest unto E he divine light received
not only enli htened Ut aIs0 made hrm humble, so
much $0 that e, the psalmist, has not the courage fo
consider himself among God's peaple.

12



“Visit me,” he continues, “with Thy salvation,” for
he recognized the need in him of a’continuous sal-
vatjon and of an ever-present Savrour The qreater we
tealize oor needs the more we will be drawn to the
Saviour for salvatron

Now he jm lr Plores “1 desi rre to see the good, not the
errors or shortcomings, of Thy Elect”

The Accuser, ever active to oison our soul, points
out and exag erates the evil, n ver the oodrn thers.
And since Ee ple, in general, are more concerned in
alogearance his deception, shrouded with the pious

nuation that we, must love the justice of God and
not compromise with evil, succeeds to ensnare Us. we,
forgrven and tolerated b the Lord in much, now
find oursel ves hatrn% others (lef endrng our behavior
ysa rnﬁtat It 15 hot manwomwe hate, but the
evil 1n them—and of a perfect hatred. we are, So we
rP ine, defending God’s cause, for we are jealous
of His %Io Wel

O, the Subtle snares of the Enemy.

But bIessed IS he, who, illumindted and heart-
e 4 T S G
vestigate ISCOV r r
P h%rst Search me, O o and kr’%vry mg ﬁeart
ry_me, and know my thoughts” (SPsam 13 2%

For 1t Is not easr{t See uch |ess to regorcer the
ood of others, or ta glory with the Inheritance. of the

et what Is, r no srble to man s Eossrgle to
are wil %ngn lace ourselves and live
uner rnt Law of the Spirit.

-13.



CHAPTER V

WEEPING, REJOICING WITH
OTHERS

AWAY WITH ILLUSIONS! For without Jesus Christ
In _him, man s, regardless of every pretension and
religious veneer, wicked. S eaking’ not to strangers
but to the disciples, the Lord said”™ “If ye, being evil,
now how to gilve goo gifts unto ou children ..

(Matthew 7 een dpart, rom Him we are_ all
eV|I wicked: but We are saints If in Him we live
and ahide,

e |nV|te the_reader to meditate, without mental
or doctrmal prejudices, chapters seven and eight of
the Epistle to the Romans, Vtctorg In chaﬂter eight
15 10 Be had by being in Christ and’ under the Law of
the Holy Spirit: which means that Christ enters in us
ang domlnaters] us completely.

Again, In the same Epistle, the Apostle enjoins to
re{ ice with them that relou:e and weep with them
that weep” (?mans ﬁ

But 151t really true that we weep with those who
weep and rejoice with those who are happy?—we

14



mean, IS It possible without beln% under the Law of
the Spirit. True, many times we fave wePt and have
re10|ced accordm%t the occasiops, but only with
tose oT our liking whereas with others we have
fl ne towee ndto be happ K

miserable human heart, "how thou_succeedest
to ecelve those who want to be decejved!

To weep or to rejoice, s the APostIe Writes, there
must be in us the One Who wept over the, ruins of
erusa m, ev%r hostile to Him, and Who rejoiced only
when the Father was glorified.

The Law of the Spmt reveals that Goq desires to
Incarnate Himself. For as Jesus was the mcarnatlon
of God, we must be the Incarnation of Jesus. And as
he who sees Jesus sees God, so, t00, he who sees a
real Christian will see Jesus, God, manifested In flesh,
has never been without Witnesses.

-15°



CHAPTER V|
TO SEE-TO PRAY

THE EXPRESSION to see implies, especially in the
writings of St John, a close examination, scrutiny of
minute parttculars
There” are, then, various anes of seeing: that of
Satan and all who, imitate hint; that of the PS yehic or
soulical_ man, which, though not absolutely eV|I |s
su erficial and" erroneous, for it |s a seetn hased
rely_on appearances (Cf. John malg
hat f God. “Seest thou this woman esus asked
the Phartsee who saw and IJudged the penitent, weep-
mgrat esus feet, a sipne
e sacred scrlpt admontshes to take heed of the
e t at we mi g nt see WI'[ out scales or vells,
16'we read: “If any man see his brother
sm a sm w |ch is N0t unto death he shall ask, and
God shall 9|ve him_ life for them that s not unto
death. There s a sin unto death: | do not say that
he_shall pray for it.”
The seeing referred to in the above verse is of God.

16.



For only the FFoI¥ Spirit can convict of sin. We may
see the” facts, but how God evaluates them is not
known to man, unless revealed to hjm, That men, in
general are sinners, we know: but 1t Is not for us to
0 Classl them for bY 0 dorng we would be imitat-
rn% arrsees of old.
alak, teKrn of Moab, and Balaam, the mercen-
ary seer sawt e evil qurte evrdent in, the chrlqlren
of Israel: but God, Whose know edge is ompisclent,
Id not on that 0CCasion and to Such rndrvrduals
expose the sins of His 'oeople n fact we read: “He
( Odﬁ hath not beheld iniquity n "Jacob, neither
hath_ He seen perverseness in Isragl” (Numbers 23:21).
| John 5:16 implies that it is the Lord Who reveals
whether or not a brother has committed sin. It Is not
our scoPe n thrs meditation to copsider how many are
prone to use the petty excuse, that the unfortunate
one may have commrlted sin unt death. é
here to sa that he who IS dead, having commrtte
the unpardonable sin, no longer d esrres to_hear the
Name of Jesus and evades any encounter with Chris-
fians. We should be very cautrous rn denouncing evil
rn oth ers or n s that they have sinned “unto
eath unl ess abso sure Ye If one 1S I doubt
in order not to be mistaken, has prag
%rayer thoutrrh meffectual will not have ﬁend
for at east a ? od rntentron was evinced. We
ought to be very careful in_qualifying as dead those
who still, re ar ess ot therr condition or state, are
drawn to Him Who does not spurn anyone who' (J0ES
to Him: Hrs Love makes no exceptions or reservations
(cf. John 6:37).

17



If the Lord should make us see—e/ His .seeing—that
our brother has sinned, it Is a special Grace” for a
Tpecra scope: 10 wit, that the command be obeyed.

he command—Law of the Spirit—s a relative “law
for him who sees; hence it does not apply to those
who do not see.

The law, command is: Pray! And God will give life
to_him who 1 in” negd.

The command is incisive fo him who sees. Can-
sequently, since the transgressron of the Iaw Is.sin, he
who drsobesthe commands of the Holy Spirit, even
If such corhmands ma% be gersona—a |f anyone
Sees” 1S a gersona command-he who_0oes pot obeg/
commits sin. For thus It Is written: “Sin is the tran
greLssron O{hthe it |3£ In the presence of

et ug, then, examine ourselves |
God ané in the?ght of this verse. | fwedrg) It wr?be
impossible to strII think or imagine that we only are
sarnts and al O Ners are sinners. Grace 10 love. Jesus
ray—eally pray—requires Grace o love. Jesuy
ore ur srn rny fg 4 eqbecame Sin r[or us (ci? |
Corinthjans_5:21) . ewho sees and prays, aCCOrdjn
1o | John 5:16, s an extension of Jesus, presentrn
hrmself as the one in need. This IS prayer” (cf. Zectr
ariah 12:10), And from this, the precious promise:
st%roe% will give him life"—meaning, the sinner s re-

A great responsibility, but a glorious privilege to

thosegwho ungerstandt%r/nd live u%der the pLaw ogf the

Spirtt.

18



CHAPTER VII

CONC ING THE RE
W OF THE SPIR

Part |

PERHAPS MORE THAN ONE has been, at times,
temPted to think that the Lord uses an excessive se-
verity towards him, making him feel, if not complete
remarse, a certain ciscomfiture towards acts inno-
cent In' themselves but prohibited to him, Words,
tolerated In others, have, when merely mentioned b
him, afflicted hys soul sorely. The wri ter knows of a
Christian who lamented with the Lord —fqr |t s on| Y
with Him that one can litigate—say mg ? |
n Lord, that | cannot even sa awodouto place
without feehn? some sharp prick of remorse whereas
others, more bessed thanl seak W|th %re% r|vo |t
and remain tranqm How' |5| that | can-
not even relate some event In wh|c T ou hast use
me, and I%/et others can serenely narrate all particu-
lars of a mmdent without ever growing tired and
without ever emgi the least bit dgitated lest by
speaking of themselves they might become vain?

-19-
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The comparison is between two honest Christians:
one ¢an sPeak about himself: the other cannot: one
may have freedom in certain things; the other has not.
The answer—et no ong expect a exhaustive explana-
tion, for ours are only sggig stions wjich the Hol
Spirit will confirm and” unfofd more fully—the answer
lies in the fact that, whereas the plan of salvation is
#he same for eve %ne, the method us? i not identical
or all. The Shepherd knows and calls each sheep by
name. {Name Stands also for character.) He has a
(I;eneral relation with everyone, and a particular re-
fation with each individual. Consequently, that which
IS tolerated In one may be sin in another. Of course,
It goes withouf saglng, that there are acts, thoughts
and words which are always sinful for $ve one. Bt
we are dealing with exceptions, and of the deljcate
work of the Holy Spirit in people as individuals.

The reply received by the Christian, whose case we
have cited “above, was:” “Thou, My son, art—and It
|% a Qreat Grac?,—scrupulous of the motives of thiy
t,ou? s, tremb mg lest even a word may have In-
directly attracted Qthers to thyself. Anotfer is not,
Yet thie other individual, though less careful and
gerturbed than thou In the [me which has been
eveIoPed In thee, trembles and %E lies himself In
other fines, which have not been imposed upon thee
or in which thou art not developed. Both of you are
_temﬁted_ to misjudge, each seemg the other Tackin
In that In which hehas been victorious, and excusin
himself in what has not as RIEt been commanded hi
or clearly delineated. I, WHo am God and not man,
am working you both towards perfection, not touch-

20



mq for at|me some lines, yet intent fo establish you
h in other, more essential Eomts

God, Who is qur Father, works in all His children.
He I patient with everyone, Oh, that we might imi-
tate Him! For only thus will we, although We may
not be able to approve certain acts in people who
indubitably have Deen and are_blessed, understand
them, not judging them to have faIIen from the Grace
of God nor con5|der|n% the Lord as etnlg gartta
for He is not. What we See is forattme tolerate
heaven, whtleagreat work ?t race Unfolds 1) athel
parfs of the spirit and soul. Later, there will be a
visitation even on the visible shortcomlnq

In faith, holtﬂess is complete; practically, it is a
DrOgressive Wor

Let no one be scandaltzed by such an affirmation,
tor a art from the theories Eronounced everyone
th at s the testlmonly In hIS Irit can ajtest to It
rut romtememoy gan sa past, an
acknowledge how the ord not only has torgtven
him, but has_not imputed suchapast to sm |n act
otwdhstandmglthe mam/s orﬁ:omtn s and fa t%
nas discovered within himself, the Lord has mae |m
a son, the assurance of which he has never doybted.
There 1 then a relative_law for every Christian.
Conse uenf(! the HoIIy Spirit admonishes’us to obey,
without judging othe

-21



CHAPTER VIII

CONCERNING THE RELATIVE LAW

Partll

IT IS NOT. AT RANDOM that the Holy Spirit
qualifies David as the man after God's own heart, Who
fulfilled all of His will (cf Acts 13.22). Much was
tolerated and pardoned in him: yet mdch was also
sufferedb David from man g T fiere are many who
are sullied with the sins of aV|d Withou possessing
his rare, noble qualities, nor his spirit of penitence.
The sense of sin and his gratjtude to God resemble
a torrent rushing info the” Infinite Ocean of God.
An incident in this %rand life, at a time of perse-
cutions without and conflicts of the soul within, 15
before us. We read: “And he came to the sheepcotes
by the way, where was a cave; and Saul went'in to
cover his feet: and David and his men remaned i
the 3|des of the cave And the. men of David said unto
e gay of which the Lord said unto
hee ehoId | will” deliver thine enem¥ into thine
hand that thou mayest do to him as it shall seem
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good unto thee. Then DaV|d arose, and cut off the
Skirt of Sauls robe andy nd it came to pass after-
ward, that David’s heart smote him, because he had
cut off Saul’s skirt” (I Samuel 24:3-5).

The advice of Dayid’s faithful companions seemed
almost a command from above. For, apart from that
Instinct to protect himself from future_attacks b such
an enemy and the fact that he, David, w
anointed of God, that occasion seemed prowdenttaII?/
designed for his liberation. Had not ‘God Himself
promised such a day?

True, the occasmnwasordatnedb Providence, but
to adlvmeP ose Alth oug a m n not of an easy
temperament, Davig must have etapan%1 of |ntense
hatred as he beheld the man G bandoned,
alone in a cave, But it was only a flash, and then the
peace which flooded his soul” turned that_occasion
Into a great act of charity. David proved to Saul that,
had he wanted to, he could have k|IIed him, but he
chose, instead, to sgare the king’s life. Much passes
through our heart and mind in”an instant.

“Then David arose, and cut off the. skirt of Saul’s
robe andy He could have, after this, felt satisfied
to hold In"his hand such a token: but nol For somg,
even the most noble acts are attenuated h heaven |n
order that they may never hecome puffed-up and
WhICh a sense of humiljation does not. permit the
the least oasttng In fact, every posS|bIe means of
ecomtn% im or ant or proud even to one’s own
eyes, Is Qeprived them.

“And it came to pass afterward, that David’s heart
smote him, hecause he had cut off Saul’s skirt.” David
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trembled, fearing, lest he had cut a piece of Sayll’s
flesh. Although “fallen, he, Saul, waS also David’s
fatner-l m law, and, at one time, even the anointed of
God. We. are Jed to think of the behavior of a great
angel, Michael, who_did not dare to agcuse not even
the’ devil, remembering that he was a former cherub,

Oh, that we might | |tate Michael and David! And
it IS p053|ble onI |f the Law ofthe Spirit, developing
Us_line after line, degree to degree, leads s, ever
abiding in Jesus, not £ blaspheme, accuse, nor to cut
anyond to Eneces not even |n the hem of their gar-

ménts, for the time comes that we identify garménts
W|th people.
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CHAPTER IX

THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS

WE READ “AII thrngs whatsoever ye would that
men should do to ou do eevens to them: for
thrs rs the law angd the prophets” ttew?lz
The above words, pro hetrc 0 the Church In every
e were uftered bl}f Jesus on the Mount, to those
o had followed rm In that ascent, after various
segaratrons Detached from ever thrnq ‘and eve one
they had wrth undrvrded attention Tlistened t
pro ram o the Kingdom, unfolded line after Irne
which su osest enee of contrnuous Grace.
Vrctor over self is only on_the Mount. Let the
reader medrtate prayerfully |saiah 11:1-10, es ecrallg
verse nine. Only thus can e hear, comprehend, an
not abuse the meaning of Matthew 12, For to not
understand, or not to"understand % fhe Hoey grrrt
Intends we should, the words ‘the thrn% wou
from others™ would result in abusing the Grace of
God. But let us not anticipate.
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The text contains several delicate hues of meanrnﬂ
which we will try 0 conve All therefore as muc
S0 ever you may esrret tmensou (you do,
even 50 also oyou to them.” And, as If anti roatrng
the many ossrbe ob ectrons fo such a comma
you—\]eSUS concluded”by pacrng Specific emp asis on

he word  this. Man in enera seeks mych, evading
Or neg ectrng the this Which 1S precise, INCISiVe,

“For THIS,” Jesus continued, “is the law and [also]
the prophets.”

The Law, Understood not only in exte I com-
mands and ymeans of thrngs visible (% ?rews
1:16), was clearly perceivea By the prophets of old
who_Saw the future, readrng rn the visible the plan of
the invisible. The prophets, being the mouth rece of
the Lord In every ge understan the plan and heart
of God, and know ow to unite the voice behind the
word. [n the light of what Is written in ReveIatron
%&étoo ltheyer gresent Jesus vividly, in every aspect, be-

Moreover he who lives in the atmosRhere of the
Mount, face to face with Jesus, cannot have strane
desires or a will alien to the spirit of Christ, Wav
of temptations will come hut not remain, for they
have not been desires conceived or willed n us. It is
the Holy Spirjt Who moves in us deﬂres and the will
to do His will. There 1s much which the aisciple on
the Mount may desire and want; yet thrs desrrr g and
exoectrng from others even |f not fulfilled by any one
brgates hrm who as reached the measure 0 te AW

rsto by the pro hets t_do to others as he de-
srre expected fo rmself



Let us recall the warmng to the people. of old—a
people set apart—that the command is within us. The
saint carries in himself the Tripunal, where the Ju%% ,
Legislator, and King-Saviour dwells (cf. Isaiah 33;
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CHAPTER X

OBEDIENCE

Partl

A MEMORY. Having been invited to s fak at many
funerals, the writer,” by looking intently into the
countenance of the decréased, has often re%ewed quid-
ance on what to preach. On some faces ne has Seen
an aura of nPeace diffused; on others, something
strange, at times even repugnant. N
|t Was_on_one such occasion, when, not recelvm?
arg/ inspiration from the ong Iylng In the bier, no
from the survivors, much less” from the remdmg
elder, he, afflicted over the meaningless ceremonie
and hymns being sung, asked the Lord to give him
the right messade In~order not to be a victim of
rellgmu_s formalities, which, having no life, only tend
to Ueceive. The iInspiration fron” above camé; and
the text was. The books were opened! = _
Everyone Is & book, wherein his entire history, in-
cluding one's characteristics and ersonallt)(, IS Writ-
ten. A"secret scribe, in a style that penetrates, keeps
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wntm? in us. Everythm(‘; we have said or done must
come 1o judgment,”be It in this life or in the next.
What hag been pardoned in this life, accordtn? to the
dedree of contrition and peméence is cancelfed and
distanced_forever, for the Lord nqt only forgives but
forgets. The rest, however, remains written, clearlg
delineated in the particulars of deeds, motives, an
intentions of the heart (cf. | Corinthians 4:5), and
must come to light and be judged.

Blessed is he who presents himself before the bar
of divine judgment now, In the time of V|5|tat|on
during the time ordained and indicated by the Law
of the S Irit. There Is a time of visitation. Nothmg

which will not, sooner or later, come t
I-P essed IS he who presents himself as he is to

m Who can mould and make him as He wants,
and leams to discover himself in order to repent in
deep contnttgn of sptnt Oh, to possess the gift of
penitence and tears!

The Law of the Spirit, .if always obeyed faithfully,
WI|| lead Us to live d|V|ne transparent life, in the

Light ‘and Realm of the Son of Gods Love,

et us, then, desiring to love and know the Lord
Rggﬁr obey with readiniess of mind, thoroughness of

Often we select scriptural passages after the Holy
glnt has presented and enlightened them. Let us

more explicit. The thlngs of the Spirit are first
|ntuned by, Our spirit, and then confirmed by the letter
of the Scripture. It Is not the Scripture which leads
to the Spirit, but the Spirit Who leads to the Scrip-
ture, using 1t as a witness in the courtroom.
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Two passages are in point: Acts 5:32 and John 25.
Both, although pronounced on d|fferent occasions, ex-
hort obedjence for light. We read: “And we are wit-
nesses of these thmgs and also the Ho I-YGhOSt whom

od hath given o them that obey

Peter,. o the above occasion based the affirmation
concerning the resurrection of Jesus on two witngsses:
to wit, those who had seen it and the Hol SRmt the
Supreme Expositor of the Truth, for He, the Holy
S Irit, has been given to work in them who, obeylng

fhe little they see and know, are enlightened an
Instructed to “see, know more,

Blessed obegience—key that introduces us to pene-
trate and live in the mysteries of the Kingdom of God.
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CHAPTER XI

OBEDIENCE

Partll

IT ISONLY BY THE Holy Spirit that one is intro-
duced to Reality, passing from theories to Substance,
from what is finjte to the Inf|n|te

When we read that the S |r|t is Truth, we ou ht
not to forget that Jesus |sTrut et it 1S ot possi
o see, hear, or obey Jesus Christ without the Hon

irit,
pActs 5:32 in the text reads thus: “And we are in
|m of these thm s witnesses, and the Spirit also the
%wmc God ave to those submitting to Him"—
to those who to Im are submlttlng themselves by a
contmuous gfle ding. Note te words, “witnesses” of
things”: and the Word used for things means also
word wor havmg substance. The expressions of the
g pirit, as those WhICh roceed from the mouth
sus ave rea |gy permanency.
The Law of the p|r|t de ving through the various
layers, goes 10 the oot of one’s being. It's truth, lead-
Ing 10 the Truth.
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r%raphrc example of obedience is to be found at
arriage in Cana. Mary, in an accent both re-
served and rudent, tumed”to Jesus, saying: “They
have no wr e The answer to be read and under-
stood wrt out R/reju ice, Was—we quote from the
text—W at to 6 an to thee, O woman? Not yet
hag come the hour of

The saintly woman |mmed|ateIX understood that
something was expected of her, and, caI ing the ser-
vants, In"a manner that not even the governor of
the feast became aware of it, she said to. them:
\Whatsoever He saith unto you, do"—o wit, obey
without obAectrons Such a préparation was necessary
that everything might be done in order. The servants
obeyed, and t the surprise of all present, including
the host, the best wine had been reserved for Iast
That miracle is qualified as the beginning, not so
much in reference to time but to indcate that the
basis, of every relation petween us and heaven is in
obeyrng wittjout disputing what Jesus says. For only
he WO 1S disposed to obey His will will_know the
rrrlgrt:tréneﬁa%sus Doctrine—hich is of the Father and
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CHAPTER XII

THE TRANSITORY AND THE
PERMANENT

WE MARVEL, at trmes even horrified, that the
prophets were persecuted, not considering that while
e revere the martyrs of old, we, in otr days, are
mak rngn others The rE)ro hets were ersecuted ¢-
cause ey by rvrner prratron whreobservrng the
[etter of “the’ Word, launched out into the La of
the Spirit, enlrghtened although Irmrted at the frnal-
ity 0 thﬁ lettér, of the comman S t rough . thingg.
Today, they would nof even be folerated; in fact
those’ who ‘Insist on the Law of the Spirit are not.
Not to mention other passages We wish to con-
Sicler What 1S wrrtten in Jeremidh 7:22, 23. We rea:
“Fﬂr |, thus the Lor “F I spake not untg your
fathers, nor commane tem rn the day that |
brou?ht them out of the_land %/pt concernrn
burnt offerings or - sacrifices: but IS thing con}-
manded | them, saying, obey My Voice, and” | will
be your God and ye shaII be My people: and walk
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e in al| the wazs that | have commanded you, that
t may be well Unto you, 3
What? No burnt offerings and sagrifices! And yet
there were burnt offerings -and sacrifices even before
Moses. What the Lord Wanted to say was that His
will was, and always IS, to lead US to hear His voice
and to see e_ver%thmg else as a means to an end, never
the end in itself. The danger was, is that we, in stop-
gm at the means, are not cong?rned with the final
cope and intention of the visible.
he brazen serpent, used as a symbol, had so be-
come an idol to the children_of Israél that the faithful
Hezekiah had to destroy it. The temple of Jerusalem
gge of the House of God, had usurped the place of
d within the people’s hearts. The same is true of
the Levitical sacrifices and ceremonies, to the point
that the gro_Phets had fo cry out agamst the useless-

ness of sacrifices, especially “for those who remained
In their sinful condition (cf. Isaiah 1:10-18). In fact,
even the forms used to express sorrow and grief were,
to many, a hypocritical formality. The, energetic words
of the propHiet Joel (2:13) are’in ﬁomt: end your
heart, and not ¥our garments, and turn unto” the

Lord your God: for HE is gracious and mercifyl, slow
(t)% %qgegw?ud of great kindness, and repenteth Him

Returning to the Law of the Spirit, which is both
absolute and relative, we leam that there are pre-
cepts, the obedience of which Is required from every-
one who follows the Lord: such laws are absolute.
Yet there are commands—djctated by the Holy Spirit-
according to the times and. occasions, hence are rela-
tive to dach Christian. Tﬂs explains why the Lord



shakes also the heavens in us, taking us from what He
Himself, for a time, has commanded to more elevated
lines. The Holy Spirit renders the Christian so pliable
that He does wiith him as He wants Those who are in
this glorious Realm of the Spirit have no programs
save one: fo wit, to not desrre a thing, sav that
which the Lord wants, and not to vea¥ programs,
save that of wanting to be always directed from above.

This, however, 1S difficult t0 those who are vain,
restless, and unredeemed for such ones are ever prone
0 mrn\?e someth rng]o "their own In t e th rr%?s of

ot only e}r not understand Pure Grace,
Pure Faith, and Pure ove, but neither are they dis-
po?ed to accept.

t -es not easy for the prophets to aIw IR obey
for they had to face many prejudices; and the most
prejudiced are those who have recerved a smattering
of Teligion, mixed or veneered by somethrng man
imagining to do qood, has added”’ Those who want
to rmProve the Gospel often fall into worse evils
than the qnes hyhave tried to correct.

The work of the Holy Spirit 1s eIrcate and patient
an rer%urres that we yield'to it; and, then, if honored

or something else, to' be used as He wants,
I edee heart, and thind of the Christian must be
IXe

Let s recnh that the Lord, af times, had to force
the Prophets with a strong hand, In order that they
would rebuke requrous Eeople as we read |n the
book of Isaiah (8:11); “For the Lord si)ake thus to
me with a strong hand.” Jeremiah, also, was, ad-
monished not to be rntrmrdated by the hostile miens.

Ezekiel, on the other hang5 Was inactivated and made



dymb for a time, that he mrght n%t be a reprover or
take It upon hrmse tq corréct others.
eLawo th ée Spirit will, in time, make u(? ahso-
|ute slaves to Iea us rn turn, to absolute freedom
Do we marvel thaf they Rersecuted and then Slew
Jesus? And yet who knows how many times we have,
n mana/ [espects, rmrtated the relr%rous peoRIe of old.
not to é en(tt un erstan Hsrgen ?rthHsest e tc 0Se
ven thou ns to pre-
pare and enab? gthem o beIreve trust I-ﬂ P
Speaking on one occasion 0 a Iarge audience who,
till “then, professed to b disciples; Jesus, knowin
within Hrmse that t were murmurrnlg sar
Doth th rs offend you at and If ye sha seete
ono Man ascend up where He was before? It IS
the s rrrt that urckeneth the flesh profiteth. noth-
N%,, Hrvor%t | "speak unto you are spirit and

Note the words “Doth THIS”—referrrng to the

messaejust ven- offend ou? What then greater
scandg th and If %all see the Son Of Man
ascend up where He was hefore?

The above affirmations %o bevond the Person of
Christ and His Resurrection, and Include all who in
the Son of Man are gurckened risen, and led defin-
itely to the Father. Yet, in the meanwhile, there IS 2
pre aratron not only in the Body as a whole, but
also ﬁ acéa or% Rersonally, who Is being edrfred
Into t g

In Acts 3:19-21 we read: “Repent )[/)e therefore, and
be converted, that your sins ma lotted out, that
$0 there may come seasons of refreshrng from the
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resence of the Lord: and that He shall send the
hrist, Who hath heen aPpomted for you, even Jesus:
Whom the heaven must receive unti] the times of
restoration of all things, whereof God S gk by the
mouth of all His holy prophets that hav been since
the world be?an
Seasons of refreshing are promlsed Jarepanng us for
the Person of Christ, Refres |ng an Rest draw te
Lord ever closer to us until maY He makes H |s
abode in Us. He Who was from etemity appojnted
or us and has now been proclajmed to us'through the
%y plnt must come to dwell in us,
nl ly Spirit ¢an Rortra and enable us to

see Je us In the meanwhlle eaven has received Him.
Tender language 1S this, as If heaven, havmg %rown
tired to see”JesUs persecuted and misunderst
opened her arms to_ receive Him. Alas; the Lord, at
grr]raescanéges even His saints from slanderous tongues

Heaven has received Jesus, till the time of restora-
tion of all things—which things, affirms St. Peter, a
the prophets Rave spoken. All? Yes, all: for the
grophets being the mouthp|ece of the Lord, proclaim,
epict the Name—JESUS. They all, in"oné way or
angther, have spokep of H

Blessed work of the Hon Spirit. Thou Who be-
gnnneth by movmg over the ruins, guideth and com-
andeth Us unti] e have been brolight face to face
oGr é)etter identified with lesus—Son “of Man-Son of
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CHAPTER XIlI

THE END OF THE LAW

A WARNING. It is always dangerous for us t0 Use
the Scriptures on our own Initiative or drscretron
Often, we err, like the Sadducees ofod who, th oug
versed in.the 1etter drd not understand the Scripturs,
ere |&11nor|ng€N @ower of God. For. us to use
them wo orse han error—srnce It IS onler]
Holy Spirit Wha knows how and when to Use
The Book, precious thou%h it be, Is a closed boo
un ess taken and opened to us by its Author. From
eat wealth to be found therein, only the Hol
ﬁrr can a ortron them according to the real need,
atte o er time,

From what we have already written, it is implicit
that the Holy Spirit takes care of us from the moment
we have discovered our inner ruins fill we will_have
been taken to the New Jerusalem, where Jesus Christ
the Lamb i Lrght and_ Temple. And, after the Son

will_have placed all things under the Father (cf. |
Corrnthrans 15:28), then“the Holy Spirit will have
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completed His great mission, for we will have been,
definitely and completely, identified with Jesus Christ.

In Romans 104we read: “For Christ is the end of
the law f or righteousness to every ong that believeth.”
The text has: ™An end gscopeg therefore of law, Christ
for righteousness to every one believing’ —the meap-
Ing Is:" to everyone who is always believing, always in
the farth The_text does not say “of the law™ hut
srmP V of Iaw There is a reason.

is true_that the Apostle, when sgeakrn to the
Jews, was often obliged to refer to the Mosaic Law;
but rt rs also true that he wrote concerning the Law
o te grrrt Romans 8) . The Mosaic Law was
ic condyctor to Christ. The, Law of the

rrrt S0 a quide, hut leads to Christ in a mare

C ncIusrve mannier, enabling us to become one with

As all rivers termrnate and disappear into the sea,
50 all the comman S, acts eﬁorts terminate and are, 0
to sa a sore Zte Great Sea Jesus Christ: the

Man, Who is the Centre and Sis-
tarner of the Unrverse for after the Resurrection all
power in heaven and on earth was given to Him.

Moreover, as the wise traveler never loses sight of
the 8urpose and scope of the_ trip he Is undertaking
50, too, the Christian. Led to Jesus for forgrveness and
ustrfrcatron b%/ the Holy |r|t without Whom, he
wou never ave gone to hrist, he, the Christian
IS then invited and commanded to receive within that
which has been of 8urdance without: to. wit, |n order
to be fully immersed in the Body of Christ fo become
the Bride of the Lamb, and to"be taken to the New
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Jerusalem, the baptism of, |n with the Holy Spirit
is indispensable  (cf. John" 14:16, 17).

Though Iong and multifarious, the work of the
Holy Sprnt i5 constant. Blessed s he who yields to, it
not by fits and starts, but contrnua ly, ever reaIrzrng
the need of divine hreath as the body is always i
need f air for respiration. The Hon Spirt 18 not

blood, but keeﬁs u& m the condition so'that the blood
megffow unimpeded.

ourselves we can do nothing. Sooner or later,
Wwe myst acknowled?e and accept ths truth absolutely
Yet, since we are creatures, po éessrnga free wr , Odr
tas rs to be willing to he e ided, hearing
an obeying, not once only, but always the invitation
of Jesus” “Come unto Me:

Having accepted the invitation, let us place our-
selves af”His school to contemplate Him. There we
are invited to fake Hrs yoke, whatsoever it may be,
and gbrde in Him always, never becomrn% independ-
wrh nrt as We have begun with Him to So continue

The HoI Srnt intent as He_is in_ lifting-up Jesus
and to_immerse us_completely in Him by’a progess
of continuous sanctification, separation,. and_purifica-
tign, the Haly Spirit, tender and efficacious Paraclete,
will never fail or leave us, if we elect Him as our
Guide and continuous Strength.

The commands of the Lord are never |ve]n in a
Iump sum, put one atatrme Jesus durrn the qays
of His humiliation commane ly Spirit,
He still commands by the Hol gr t eve com and
being always preceded by without which to



obey and accept His |%/oke would be impossible.
JUst o aze upont tFace IS enougn to assure us
that wh (ft He says, He does, for in Him words are
deeds, deeds are words (rema); consequently, His
yoke s sweet pIeasmg, and light
Great Go d One in Three and Three in One.
(od the Father: Eternal Love,
o fderthe Holy Spirit: Comforter, Leader, and
I
God the Son: Jesus Christ, Hope of Glory, Bride-
groom, and Lamb.
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CHAPTER XIV
BETWEEN THE TWO COVENANTS

HE WHO PERUSES the Acts of the Apostles atten-
tively cannot help but notjce that there Is, as it were
a terrttor etween the ultimate height of the Spirit
ang the ondttton of paces and tim necessdatt %a
divine condescension of tol erattn% what, strictl
S eaI%mg, Wwas not commanded by the Law of the

|
pIn the third chapter, for instance, we read that
Peter and John went up to the temple at the ninth
hour—the hour of prayer. In the Realm of the Spirtt
there IS no specmc tlme or mplace to pray, for" the
Holy Spirit, like the wmd OVes in & manner un-
foreseen by man. Nevertheless we canngt censure men
like Peter"and John, who, for a time, kept attendtng
the temple, the usual place of worship, and at th
usual hour. Not that they did not pray elsewhere or at
ofher times during the day, but the% still pursued the
old judaic custont of place and ti
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_ In the same book of Acts we read of feasts, whereas

h Realm of the Spirit there are no feasts, save
that of the day of Grace, the Sabbath, Rest in Christ:
a day without end. Not ‘even an Easter exists, for our
Passover (Easter) is Christ.

We also read that Paul heeded the advice of the
brethren, as recorded in Acts 21:23-26. A strange In-
junction ‘and a strange qbedience, someone mI% It Say,
and we, too, for a time, have so thought, but It Is not
50 stran?e a5 We_imagine If we consider the times and
clrcums ances Ther are certain acts and deeds, In
eveg age, which, though not commanded, call for
? ence and pat|ence since God Himself allows
hem, at least for a time.

Certain rules, which do not str|ctl¥ conform to the
Law of the Spirit, are also to be Tound in several
Epistles. For examRIe the command or exhortation of
Paul to the church of Corinth, concernmg the offer-
|n% that should be taken to Jerusalem—namely, that
eath one had to put aside some money on the first
day of the week—was a command for ‘that time, to
that church, and on that particular occasion; but we
cannot cog or en orce |t as a requlation callmg It
the, perm ent Law of the Pm For if we really
deswe to be under the Law of the Spirit, there are no
estaplished rules for days, of the amount or the time
togwe Since everything belongs to the Lord. Aslave—
and slaves of Jesus Christ we must consider our-
selves—a slave cannot permit himself to Ve some-
thing to the Master, since nothing is his; “but as an
administrator of what the Master has entrusted to
him, he, the slave, must ask the Lord, time after
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time, how much he can use for himself, acknowledg-
ing In all truthfulness that nothm? belon%s to hint.
We could cite other examples, bu enouq has peen
said to illustrate our point—to wit, that athouph We
are under the Law of the SBmtasthe terminal goal,
there is a time of transition between the old and Tew.
Insofar as forgiveness is concerned, it takes place
as s00n as gne has accepted the Saviour: the same is
true of gusuﬁcanon_ by faith. Likewise, we are in Jesus
sanctified, for He 1s our righteousness, sanctification,
wisgom, and redemﬁtlon. ut there s a_?r,ogre,sswe
work which must take pIa%e In ever}/ Christian, If he
Is really under the Law of the Spirit.
From what has been said above, two considerations
emergie: to wit, that in the wisdom and providence of
God there is an Intermediate sta%e hetween one cov-
enant and the other, between the old and the new:
and that there are things which, though they must
fall. the Lord leaves untouched for a time. And sec-
ondly, that His Church, under the 8U|dance of special
ministries, is allowed a certain freetiom of movements
ﬁnd acts, which fventually will lead to the ultimate
eight of the Holy Spirit.” _
Before proceedlng, permit us to observe that in the
|laws of man there are certain regulations, dictated b
the prudence of the legislator, called transitory dis-
positions, serving only “until the new law can’ fake
effect. We must, at times, learn even from the things
of the earth, for the visible 1S a prophecy of the -
visible. Alas, the children. of this world are in their
affairs wiser than the children of light.
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Understanding what is tran5|tory, We can better
understand the glonous scene, known as the Trans-
fiquration, WhIC Was buta remraﬂon of the ng-
dom of God. Moses and Elijah, two representahves f
the old dispensation; appeare with Jesys and dis-
cussed with Him His exodus from Jerusalem. When
Peter realized that the two were about to |eave, he
hastened to ask the Lord Tpermlssmn to build three
tabernacles;_one for each of the old prophets and one
for Jesus. The Scripture, or better, the Holy Spinit
adds that Peter did not know what he was; saying,
In the letter he did know what he was_ sa mg bat
the lesson qn the Mount, in its real import, was
neither by him nor the other two companions, James
and Johri, then understood: later it was. The Jesson
was, 1S great, and reveals that for a time, even in the
most EI us, a certam influence of Moses and Eli {ah
|n ers. In act the Lord Himself permits it; but
ay comes when the little flock must enter intg the
Kingdom of God and remain with Jesus alone:
namel she must pass from rules and requlations. to

g, from the complex to the simple, having

on ]y one message and contemplating one Face
he Church IS destined to the Kingdom. The ng-
dom of God Js served by means of the Kingdom of
heaven. God is One, trug; but the means an gents

used to lead us to Him are many. In fact, an
have mentioned 1t more than oice, the time will
come when the Son will Hut everything into_the
hands of the Father: then there will"be no need for
Him to reign any longer, for everyone will be S0
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immersed and identified with the King that he will
not need an% commands. Blessed height of the Spirit.

That_ to the Church, to the servants—servants that
follow Jesus expecting.approval only from Him—that
to the Church a certain [atitude of"action is allowed
and granted cannot be denied. There are pious ex-
amples even among men. A gentle and trustful master
entrusts his faithful servant with his goods: he, the
servant, though ?wen_ general rules, IS permitted a
certain liberty of action, as circumstances warran,
sTLVrf\f%e examples taken from the sacred script will

Ice.

Abraham entrusted his servant with a delicate com-
mission, 8|vmg him absolute commands as to where
he should go™to seek out a wife for Isaac; but the
patriarch did not tell him who the bride_should be
hor how he_was to go_about the task. The servant
obeyed, askm? for Quidance, at every step, from
ahove, withou fearmg that his master would have
been annoyed, The master had indicated the general
ling; the particulars would have been unfolded, step
by step, dccording to the circumstances; so It was.

. Again, in the fourth chapter of the hook of Daniel
i récorded the dream of the kmg of Babylon and
the interpretation Daniel gave. The messade of the
Lord was precise, absolute; yet the roRhet ventured
a suggestion to the king In Order that the sentence of
heaven might be attendated or entirely absolved. We
read: “Wherefore, O king, let m)( counsel be ac-
ceptable unto thee, and hreak off hg sins E}y right-
eousness, and thine iniquities by showing miercy to
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the poor: if there may be a lengthening of thy tran-
quility” (Daniel 4:27). _ _ _

Great, Rene_rous God, Who, while precise and in-
tent on the final plan placed before His Church, is
patient in the method. He Who is God and Lord
desires that we servants be firm in the goal, patient
gentle, ang somewhat flexible in_ the method. What
would be If the Lord were inflexible, rigid, not only
in the final glan but also in the methods used to exé-
cute that plan? Has He not in the creation and gov-
ernment of the world given a lesson, that He i
nature follows the line ‘of least resistance, yet ever
advancing, as though He were now letting"up His
Pace, now proceeding securely ahead? |t ong observes
he {regs, the clouds, and the seacoast, he will see that
the delicate curve predominates. Man has made, makes
thmﬁs sharp, and often cruel, not God.

The Law of the Spirit is absolute and also relative,
as has already been” mentioned throughout this im-
Eerfect stugy“on such a theme. The Christian must

e growmg under that guidance, which, while it
leads forward, does not cripple him.

It is not easy for a Christian to say that everything
he has Is not his; hence, the Apostles had to resort to
sp]eual exhortations. Neither is It common o S
churches reallx generous: this is the reason that faih-
ful servants, humble and enllghtened_, must, in the
fear and love of God, feel fre at fimes to aavise
their flocks, so that people remain firm to the ulti-
mate plan, even thou% that plan is attained Igraol-
ually, ‘for so has God Himself decided. Therefore, it
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IS given to the Church gurded by the Hol\)//VSprnt 0
have power to hind dnd to Unloose. Wisdom IS
cougledt understanding, for the things of heaven
have weignt, number, and measure.

The Law of the Sprnt—the perfection of all laws—
[leads to the reatest of herghts But not everyone can
proceed swi ﬁ/an rarprdy In the ascent. Some move
more sIowY an oth degrees; yet no one should
remain str or abuse the atrence of the Lord. Eve
one, If honest and loyal, must strive to obey as best
he can. God dogs not Qs |se the honest intentions of
the heart He |s satrsfre if one has done what was
possible, ewr quarrhus er ect wereas We are
always Imperfect. A lessed above all
human,go ﬁ dness He, in the end, will accomplrsh what
may still be ackrnﬂ in ug, for He, our Covenant, is
the’ Fulness that fifleth all in' all,

How many covenants have we? And it seems we
still hear from some well-intentioned ones that some
covenants of old were never abrogated. Indeed? If
this were 0, then Jesus 15 nat the perfect Redeemer.
He has absorbed and personifies all covenants before
and after Moses. Jests Christ has become the only
Covenant hetween us and God. He IS ever hrn%

It 1S to this reaIrt)A that the Law of the eprnt rings
Us- And to those who have studied to love and serve
Hrm not weighing. the guantity but noting the qual-
tY who, scrutrnrzrn the inténtions of their inner
life, have desired an tried to do their best, He will
say Enter into the joy of thy Lord.
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CHAPTER XV
TO KNOW

A QUESTION: Does knowing, in the things of God
refer primarily to intellectual or spiritual Knowledge?
Whereas unrédeemed man defines knowledge as “In-
tellectual attainments, the spiritual man bedins with
the revelation given him b% the Holy Spirit, for if is
only by_the Holy Spirit that we have truth (cf. I

ofin 5:7). L

In John 17:3 we read; “This is life eternal: to know
Thee the only true God, and Him Whom Thou
didst send, Jesus Christ. }

To know, In the vocabulary of the Spirit, mostly
refers 10 affection, reverence, dnd communion, rather
than to curious and fanciful investigations.

. Diving, eternal realities are above all human reason-
ings and definitions. They are mysteries, sacred secrefs,
to"be opened only when, how,” and as much_as the
Holy Spirit deems. True, to_the Church is given to
know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God, but the
key to such & knowledge is a spiritual ke)(, for spiritual
tlh|2n§;s are spiritually discerned (cf. 1 Corinthians
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When Jacoh, in that eventful mpht, Wwas. met b
the Man-Angel-God and asked the Stranger his name,
the Divine Being was not displeased af the request
but gave an answier to be pondered: “Wherefore’ dost
thou” ask after my name?” (Genesis 32:29). Another
case in point is recorded in Judges 1317 18 We
read: “And Manoah said unto the“angel of the Lord
What is thy name? .. . and the angel of the Lord
said unto, hilm, Wh\% askest thou thus after my name,
seeing It is secret [wonderful]?”

The. Holy Spirit does not lend Himself to mental
curiosities. “Alas, it is a sad fact, that the Visible
Church has, as the result of much reasoning and
definitions, been subjected to many painful wrangles,

The sacred script’ informs_of much, but does”not
demonstrate everything. In fact, a devout Christian
will never attempt to Teason things to their ultimate
conclusion from an intellectual Standpoint. He pos:
sesses an Intuition of many truths, the evidence of
which he has not, except in a limited sense, He can
ge the reason of his hope (cf. | Peter 3:15), but he
0es not see things as they really are or as they will be.
He sees instead,” Jesus—he man Jesus (cf. "Hebrews
2:9), Who, seen first as Man, unique In verey aspect
is then discovered, the more one climbg the’ Mount
and contemplates Him, as the Son of God.

Truth, as an entity and in detail, always starts by
presenting the man, We Insist on this, for visions or
revelations. which do_ not present the Man-God_in
His humiliation and in His glory are fallacious, The
Apostle exhorts to try the spirits, for “every spirit”—
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and there are many seductive spirits—every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus hrlst [the an| is
come.in the f es 15 not of God” E, 4153
It is the Ho Spinit, Who ena Ies us to see our
|nner rums de rawtKA in ord er to_lead us to accept
Man-God, an a the Saviour. It Is the
2/ Spirit aso Who, as our Teacher and Con-
uctor, eads us throughout the earthly pilgrimage.
He s the Truth as well as_the Revealer and -
trayer of the Truth—desus Christ the Lord. While
Jests is ghove preparm? the place, the Holy Spirit
1S Pre%armg us here befow for the' final rendezvous
h the King and Bridegroom of our souls. By yield-
mg contmuousl}/ to Him, e will be taken from fieight
0 helght till transported into the finality of God’s

Kin
O% COUrse, the knowled%e of the sp|r|t WI|| in a
measure, extend and enligh en ourlntel ects, also; hut
while we are in these vessels of clay we never know
anything as we should. “For.” thus admonishes an
ﬁ)stle of great mind and holiness, “For we know. in
part, and we prophesy in part, but when that which
15 perfectI % comte that WhICh 15 in part shall be done
awa orinthia

X g then, ask ﬂle Lord %o Grace to be enlight-
ened onI in that which is pleasing to Him. And; in
such a spirit, let us fall and remain’at the blessed fest
of Jesus, In"love and adoration.

FINIS
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